SECT. III.]      OF   PRACTICAL   CHRISTIANITY.	147
particular the love and favour of God ought to be
the matter of our supreme and habitual desire, to
which every other should be rendered subordinate;
it follows, that the love of human applause must be
manifestly injurious, so far as it tends to draw down
our regards to earthly concerns, and to circumscribe
our desires within the narrow limits of this world;
and, that it is impure, so far as it is tinctured with a
disposition to estimate too highly, and love too well,
the good opinion and commendations of man.
But though, by these and other instructions and
considerations, the Holy Scripture warns us against
the inordinate desire or earnest pursuit of worldly
estimation and honour; though it so greatly re-
duces their value, and prepares us for losing them
without surprise, and for relinquishing them with
little reluctance; yet it teaches us that Christians
are not only not called upon absolutely and volun-
tarily to renounce or forego them, but that, when
without our having solicitously sought them, they
are bestowed on us for actions intrinsically good,
we are to accept them as being intended by Provi-
dence to be sometimes, even in this disorderly state
of things, a present solace, and a reward to virtue.
Nay, more, we are instructed, that in our general de-
portment, that in little particulars of conduct other-
wise indifferent, that in the circumstances and manner
of performing actions in themselves of a determined
character and indispensable obligation (guarding
however against the smallest degree of artifice or
deceit), that by watching for opportunities of doing
little kindnesses, that by avoiding singularities, and
even humouring prejudices, where it may be done
without the slightest infringement of truth or duty,
we ought to have a due respect and regard to the
approbation and favour of men. These however we
should not value chiefly as they may administer "to

